CRIME
PREVENTION
HABITS COULD
STOP A THIEF

BOWIE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

CLOSING
THE
DOOR ON
CRIME

TAKE PRECAUTIONS WHEN ON
VACATION

Have a friend or neighbor pick up
mail and newspapers daily and put
out garbage on trash day
Put lights on timers

PUT AWAY TOOLS, LADDERS,
MACHINERY

Do not leave any items where they
could be stolen or used to gain
entry to your home

DO NOT AUTOMATICALLY
OPEN THE DOOR WHEN
SOMEONE KNOCKS

Use peepholes or home security
systems
Ask to see identification before
you open your door

BOWIE POLICE
DEPARTMENT
15901 Fred Robinson Way
Bowie, Maryland 20716
Non Emergency
240-544-5700
cityofbowie.org/police
COPS@cityofbowie.org

Stop intruders before they get
started. Take the steps to protect
your home and property.

SECURE AIR CONDITIONERS
Ensure units are secured to windows
with brackets and screws. Lock the
window in place
POSITION OUTDOOR LIGHTING WITH
CARE
Place lights out of reach so bulbs can't be
easily broken. Aim lights at garage doors,
entryways, ground-level windows, and
down paths/walkways/driveway.
CONSIDER DIFFERENT TYPES OF
LIGHTS
Motion-sensor floodlights turn on when
movement is detected. Photoelectric
lights automatically turn on at dusk and
off at dawn.

MOST INTRUDERS SEEK
EASY TARGETS
They want to get in quickly,
quietly, and unseen
The harder you make it for them,
the lower the risk is of a break-in

EFFECTIVE HOME
SECURITY DOESN'T HAVE
TO BE COSTLY
Lock windows and doors, eliminate
hiding places around the exterior of
your home, lock your wifi network,
use flood lights, etc.

HOME SECURITY STARTS
AT THE DOOR AND
WINDOWS
Always keep your doors locked, even when
you're at home
USE DEADBOLT LOCKS
These can't be "popped" like spring latch
locks can. Chain locks offer little protection
INSTALL A PEEPHOLE OR SMART
DOORBELL
Being able to see who is at the front door
without opening it works in your favor
SECURE SLIDING GLASS DOORS
Place a rod in the track in addition to regular
sliding glass door locks for an extra level of
protection

KEEP PLANTS TRIMMED AND THE
YARD TIDY
Overgrown bushes can cover windows
and doorways, giving burglars a hiding
place. Prune trees with limbs that could
provide easy access to upper floors.
Ensure outdoor furniture cannot be
moved and used by a burglar to climb to
a second floor.
CONSIDER AN ALARM SYSTEM
Shop around! Many alarm companies
today offer smart doorbells that let you
see or talk to visitors. Most will alert
homeowners that movement was
detected at their home while they are
away.

Does the alarm system have an app? Get
involved and connect with neighbors via
a security system app network where you
can share community activity.
Report suspicious activity 24/7:
240-544-5700

