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Welcome to the Bowie Brief, our weekly newsletter about what’s going on in city government.
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Bowie News
Black History Month
At its Regular Meeting on Monday, February 7, the City Council adopted a proclamation recognizing
February as Black History Month. To mark the occasion, a member of the Bowie Youth Council
presented a message about Black History Month. The Diversity Committee sponsors these “heritage
messages” each month at a Council meeting, to feature different cultures and experiences.
Follow the City on social media and visit www.cityofbowie.org/blackhistorymonth throughout
February for posts spotlighting the accomplishments of African Americans and information on other
local Black History Month programs.

Upcoming Meetings on Development Projects
Make your voice heard at several meetings on upcoming development at Mill Branch
Crossing, townhouse architecture in Melford, and Raising Cane's restaurant.
Mill Branch Crossing
An application to construct apartments and townhouses in the new Mill Branch Crossing development
was submitted by Green Branch, LLC and GBR Mill Branch, LLC. The development is about 64 acres
northeast of the intersection of US 301 and Mill Branch Road (across 301 from Excalibur Road). Find
out more about this construction at the City Council meeting for February 22 at 8 p.m. or by visiting
www.cityofbowie.org/millbranch. A stakeholder meeting was held on February 1 and an Advisory
Planning Board hearing was held on February 8.
Melford Townhouse Architecture
St. John Properties, Inc. has filed a request to revise its approved Detailed Site Plan (#DSP-18034-02)
for the architecture at the Melford Village townhouse project. The project will be heard at the regular
City Council meeting on Tuesday, February 22, 2022, at 8 p.m. The meeting will be in-person in City
Council Chambers at City Hall, 15901 Fred Robinson Way. Access a video of the December 7, 2021,
Melford Townhouse stakeholders meeting here. A Planning Board hearing was held on February 8.
Raising Cane's
The developer is requesting a revision to the Conceptual Site Plan for Bowie Gateway Center to allow
a proposed 3,331 square foot Raising Cane’s restaurant with drive-thru service at the location of the
former Chili’s restaurant on Heritage Blvd. The Council's agenda for March 7 will include this item.
Contact Joe Meinert, Planning Director, at 301-809-3047 or by email for questions on these meetings.
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Arrests Made in Attempted Armed Robbery Incident in Bowie
On February 8, 2022, at approximately 5:05 p.m., Bowie Officers responded to the 14900 block of
Health Center Drive for the report of an armed robbery incident. Bowie Officers searched the area and
located two suspects, one of whom was injured during the encounter with the victim. Detectives were
able to identify the suspects' vehicle, which had been reported stolen out of Virginia. The vehicle was
later located by the Prince George's County Police Department and both suspects were apprehended
along with two firearms. The investigation continues to determine if this incident is related to similar
incidents in the region. Press conference

Free Workforce Training for Ages 15-25
The City of Bowie will present a free online workforce development course for City residents aged
15– 25. The virtual program will be offered weekly from March 5 – April 7, 2022. The application period
is open until February 18, 2022.
The application form, session dates, and additional program information are all available at
www.cityofbowie.org/worktraining. Have questions? Contact program coordinator Kay Starr at
worktraining@cityofbowie.org or 301-809-3009.

Coffee & Climate Chat
The City will be hosting a virtual climate conversation over coffee with our Sustainability Planner,
Ashleigh Diaz, and former Environmental Advisory Committee Chair Steve Wehrenberg on February 28
at 10 a.m. This conversation will focus on clean energy choices in Maryland, climate change
information, and more. Please submit questions to be answered live to adiaz@cityofbowie.org and
register at: bowie.fyi/coffeeclim. If you are unable to make it to this conversation, the event
will be archived on the City’s YouTube channel.

Energy Audit Program
As the temperature drops, energy bills rise. If you would like to learn how you can save money on your
energy bills, now is the time to have a no-cost energy audit done in your home by a certified
contractor. Bowie residents: apply now for our Energy Audit Program. The audit will give you a
detailed list of things you can do to improve your home’s energy efficiency, safety, and air quality such
as ventilation, HVAC and appliances, insulation, and more. Apply now at
www.cityofbowie.org/energyaudits. Questions? Contact adiaz@cityofbowie.org or 301-809-3044.

Malcolm “Skip” Popp Award
The Community Outreach Committee is accepting nominations for the Malcolm “Skip” Popp Award.
This award recognizes Scouts and/or Scout Leaders who have rendered “extraordinary and
distinguished” community service within Scout organizations in the City of Bowie during 2021.
To be eligible for this award, Scouts or Scout Leaders must be affiliated with a Scouting group within
the limits of the City of Bowie, and/or a Scouting group for which 50% or more of their youth members
are City of Bowie residents. They must also be registered with the Boy Scouts of America or Girl
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Scouts, USA. Please see the nomination form for details regarding eligibility criteria and information
required.
The deadline is Friday, March 18, 2022. Nomination forms may be found at www.cityofbowie.org/
popp. For more information, contact Sharon Hunt at shunt1@verizon.net or 301-802-0714, or Lori
Cunningham at lcunningham@cityofbowie.org.

Single-Family Housing Grants for Low & Moderate Income Residents
The Single-Family Housing Rehabilitation Program is a federally funded grant program that provides
City of Bowie single family homeowners with grants up to $10,000 for energy efficiency related
home upgrades and repairs to correct hazardous conditions, eliminate safety hazards, repair or
replace major systems, correction of interior and exterior deficiencies, energy improvements,
modifications for persons with disabilities and the removal of lead paint hazards. To be eligible to
participate, the applicant must be of low to moderate income and be the legal owner and full-time
resident of a property located within the incorporated boundaries of the City of Bowie. Applicants
must provide income and asset verification. Additional federal requirements apply.
Applications are now open at www.cityofbowie.org/rehabgrants. Contact the Office of Grant
Development and Administration at bowiehsg@cityofbowie.org for more information.

Apply Now for the “Bowie First” Mortgage Assistance Program
The City of Bowie, in cooperation with the State of Maryland, is launching the “Bowie First” Mortgage
Assistance Program on February 15, 2022. This program will provide grants to assist Bowie employees,
teachers, police officers, and persons with disabilities purchase a home in the City. The grant is in the
form of closing cost assistance for the purchase. Grants are for $2,000 and will be matched by the
Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development’s Maryland Mortgage Program,
providing a total of $4,000 per applicant.
Interested in applying? Eligible applicants should check the state’s Maryland Mortgage Program page
or call 1-800-638-7781. For additional information check the City’s website after February 10, 2022 or
send an email to the Office of Grant Development & Administration at bowiehsg@cityofbowie.org.

Wine and Design at the Belair Mansion
Brush off the winter blues by making a beautiful spring grapevine wreath that will brighten your
home. This February 25, 7 p.m. at the Belair Mansion, bring your favorite beverage and we will provide
scrumptious snacks. Reservations required. The workshop is $25 per person. Space limited. Call Susan
Proctor at 301-809-3089 to reserve your spot. Masks are required.

Job Openings
The City of Bowie is currently seeking candidates for the following positions:
Closing February 18
• Chief Contracting Officer – Finance Department
Closing February 25
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• Bus Driver (Part-time) – Community Services Department
Closing March 31
• Solid Waste Collector/CDL Class B – Public Works Department
Closing April 29
• Project Manager – Public Works Department
Open until filled
• Entry Level Police Officer – Police Department
• Communications Specialist II – Police Department
• Network Administrator – Information Technology
• Equipment Operator – Public Works Department
Visit http://www.cityofbowie.org/jobs for details or to apply.

Calendar of Upcoming Events
Friday, February 11
• Kids Kaboose | 10:30 a.m.
Friday, February 18
• Senior Center Program: Presidential Memorabilia Display | 10 a.m.
Monday, February 21
• City Holiday - Presidents’ Day
Tuesday, February 22
• Regular City Council Meeting | 8 p.m.
Wednesday, February 23
• Fairy Tale Fun | 10 a.m.
• Senior Center Program: Remembering Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr | 10 a.m.
Thursday, February 24
• Senior Center Program: Famous African-Americans JINGO | 12:30 p.m.
Friday, February 25
• Senior Center Program: Black Musicians Who Changed Music Forever | 12:30 p.m.
• Wine and Design at Belair Mansion | 7 p.m.
Saturday, February 26
• National Anthem & Voice of Bowie Auditions | 9 a.m.
Monday, February 28
• Coffee and Climate | 10 a.m.
Visit www.cityofbowie.org/calendar for details about other upcoming events sponsored by the City.

Bowie News & Publications
The City of Bowie offers several newsletters and even videos summarizing general city news.
• The Bowie Spotlight is a monthly summary of news and events in Bowie
• The Bowie Brief is a weekly update, highlighting upcoming events and important topics for
that week. The Brief may also include COVID updates, as needed.
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•

View all our videos on Bowie’s YouTube channel @cityofbowieMD

These newsletters are distributed via Alert Bowie. For additional information, contact the
Communications Division at 301-809-3032 or email.
Key COVID metrics are tracked by Emergency Management staff and posted to the city’s website each
weekday.
The City also publishes the Green Bowie Newsletter and a newsletter about the Senior Center each
month and produces a variety of annual reports. Visit our Newsletters & Reports page to learn more
about these City publications.

Latest Videos

County Redevelopment Authority Announces $200,000 in Grants for
Community-based Organizations
The Redevelopment Authority of Prince George’s County has $200,000 in Community Impact Grants to
award to County civic/neighborhood associations or community-based organizations that are
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incorporated as 501(c)3 entities. Community Impact Grants provide small capital grants to
community-based organizations to help implement innovative projects within the County. Eligible
applicants must be located within Prince George’s County and be in good standing with the State of
Maryland. The application submission deadline is February 21 by 12 p.m.
Grants can only be used for expenses related to the implementation of a community-based project
and must be used for capital purposes such as the purchase of equipment and materials. Grants
cannot be sed for operations, program costs, salaries, or personnel. Proposed projects can include:
• Streetscape, street furniture, pedestrian enhancements, and recreational improvements;
• Signage, banners, and way-finding systems;
• Commercial façade improvements; and more.
Total funding for FY 2022 for this program will not exceed $200,000 and the maximum grant amount is
$100,000. Successful applicants shall have up to one year from the date of the executed grant
agreement to complete the project and expend the grant funds. The Community Impact Grant
Program requires a match from non-Prince George’s County Government sources, which can include
both in-kind and cash contributions.
For more information, contact Andrea Anderson at ADAnderson@co.pg.md.us or visit the
Redevelopment Authority website for the application at:
https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/3535/Community-Impact-Grants

COVID CORNER

Governor Announces New Booster Action Plan
Governor Larry Hogan has announced a new booster action plan to get more Marylanders fully
protected from COVID-19 and its variants. The plan includes:
• Expanding call- and text-based outreach to all Marylanders who are eligible for boosters
through the state’s GoVAX campaign;
• Offering booster shots at many hospital-based testing sites in addition to the 539 pharmacies
and clinics across the state that currently offer boosters;
• Expanding the mission of the Vaccine Equity Task Force to offer clinics with community
partners that are focused on booster shots.
VaxCash 2.0: $2 Million Promotion for Boosted Marylanders
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The plan includes the launch of the VaxCash 2.0 Promotion, which will award $2 million in cash prizes
to a total of 12 Maryland residents who have received their booster shot. The promotion kicks off next
Tuesday, February 15, with a special initial drawing of $500,000. After the initial $500,000 drawing on
February 15, prizes of $50,000 will be awarded weekly for the following 10 weeks. On Tuesday, May 3,
one Marylander will be awarded a grand prize of $1 million.
Maryland residents 18 and older who have received their primary COVID-19 vaccinations and their
booster shot in Maryland at any time are eligible to win. No registration or entry is needed.

COVID Testing
Testing continues to be an important component in the strategy to reduce the spread of COVID-19.
Below is a summary of current testing options:
At-home testing
• Request a test kit through the federal government - COVID Home Tests | USPS
• Pick up a test kit at one of the local distribution points at certain libraries and community
centers. See this week’s list.
• Purchase a test with the help of your health insurance company. As of January 15, 2022,
private insurance companies are required to cover at-home COVID-19 tests. Insurance
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companies and health plans are required to cover eight free at-home tests per covered
individual per month. Contact your provider for details.

American Red Cross Declares Blood Crisis
The American Red Cross has declared the first-ever Blood Crisis amid the Omicron surge. The agency
stated that it is facing a national blood crisis, its worst blood shortage in over a decade, posing a
concerning risk to patient care. Amid this crisis, doctors have been forced to make difficult decisions
about who receives blood transfusions and who will need to wait until more products become available.
Source
The Bowie Senior Center will be hosting an American Red Cross Blood Drive on March 12, from 8:30 a.m.
– 12:30 p.m. Please call 1-800-733-2767 or visit www.redcrossblood.org to make an appointment. Proof
of COVID-19 vaccination must be shown and a mask must be worn at this blood drive.

Vaccinations
State officials continue to urge all eligible Marylanders to get vaccinated for COVID and the flu and get
their booster shots just as soon as they are eligible.
To find a clinic, visit covidvax.maryland.gov or call the state’s multilingual call center, available seven
days a week, at 1-855-MD-GOVAX (1-855-634-6829).
COVID-19 vaccination operations have returned to the Wayne K. Curry Sports and Learning Complex.
Appointments are preferred, but limited walk-in hours are available. Vaccinations are also available at
pharmacies throughout the area, usually by appointment.

Other Vaccine Clinics
PGCMLS Mobile Vaccine Clinic | Glenn Dale Elementary School, 6700 Glenn Dale Road, Glenn Dale
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Thursday, February 10, 3 – 8 p.m.
www.pgcps.org/coronavirus/pgcps-vaccination-plan
City of Hyattsville Vaccination Clinic | First United Methodist Church, 6201 Belcrest Road, Hyattsville
Saturday, February 12, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Vaccinations and boosters for ages 5+
Brookdale Woodward Estates | 14997 Health Center Drive, Bowie
Thurs February 17, 12 – 4 p.m.
First come, first served. Call 301-464-4400 for information. There will also be drawings, giveaways and
a food truck.

County Residents May Pick Up Free KN95 Masks at Multiple Locations
Free CDC-approved adult-sized KN95 masks are available for Prince George’s County residents at
multiple locations, while supplies last. The State-supplied masks are available at County COVID-19
testing sites and vaccination clinics during regular operating hours, as well as at select Prince
George’s County Memorial Library System (PGCMLS) branches and Maryland-National Capital Park
and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) community centers during weekly rapid test kit distributions.
Each County resident present at a mask distribution site will receive two masks. Residents must
provide proof of residency; examples include but are not limited to, a driver’s license, utility bill, or
lease agreement. The masks are free regardless of insurance or immigration status.
Free KN95 masks are also available, while supplies last, at Maryland Department of Health COVID-19
testing sites in the County. In addition, Prince George’s County Public Schools continue to hand out
free KN95 masks each week to students and staff. The full schedule of distribution sites can be found
at health.mypgc.us/COVIDsupplies.

COVID Data
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Prince George’s County Vaccinations
The CDC vaccination data by county is based on the percentage of the eligible population.

Prince George's County
Fully Vaccinated Residents
(as of 2/10/22)

Total #
% of Total Population
# of Age 5+
% of Age 5+ Population
# of Age 12+
% of Age 12+ Population
# of Age 18+
% of Age 18+ Population
# of Age 65+
% of Age 65 + Population

646,989
71.2%
646,967
76.1%
625,860
81.1%
576,066
81.4%
115,753
91.7%

Maryland Vaccinations
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Maryland Health Connection Deadline Extended
The deadline for Marylanders to apply for health insurance through Maryland Health Connection has
been extended until Monday, February 28. Prince George’s County Health Connect is available
Monday through Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. to assist residents with health insurance needs. For
more information and to get covered, visit: https://www.pgchealthconnect.org/
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